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presents findings in summary form or uses direct quotes to identify key issues. The findings sections in a qualitative 
report may alternate between presentations of quotes or observations about the research participants, the researcher’s 
interpretations of this material, and some commentary on how the researcher reacted in the setting, although some 
qualitative researchers will limit their discussion of their reactions to the discussion section.

Exhibit 12.4
Rate of Nonfatal Serious Violence Against Students Ages 12–18 
per 1,000 Students, 1992–2012
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Source: Robers, S., Kemp, J., Rathbun, A., Morgan, R. E., & Snyder, T. D. (2014). Indicators of school crime and safety: 2013. 
Washington, DC: National Center for Education Statistics and the Bureau of Justice Statistics.
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WHAT’S BEHIND BIG SCIENCE FRAUDS?

This article highlights the troubling reality that many articles in peer-reviewed journals, including 
highly ranked journals, are retracted because of scientific misconduct by the authors. In fact, the 
article states, “Every day, on average, a scientific paper is retracted” because of misconduct rang-
ing from plagiarism to fabrication of results. The article blames science for inadequate peer review 
and journalists who report scientific findings for not doing their own critical analysis of a study.

1.	 The article finds top-tier journals are just as (if not more) likely to retract articles com-
pared to lower-tiered journals. Beyond peer review, what measures should be taken to 
reduce this misconduct?

2.	 If research is funded by a federal agency, there is an expectation that the data will 
be made publicly available if it does not compromise the confidentiality of research 
participants. Should all scientists be compelled to turn over their data for replication? 
Should journals put all papers through a plagiarism checker, similar to what most uni-
versities now do for student papers?
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Source: Marcus, A., & Oranski, I. (2015, May 22). What’s behind big science frauds? The New York Times, p. A19.


